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Helping people find, experience, and share the love of Christ.

From Your Pastor,
Wow! We are special!

If you go up to most Christians and ask them what makes their faith so special the answer is usu-
ally, “Because Jesus loves me.” Now this answer is most certainly true, but did you know that
there is much more? Read Ephesians 1:3-13. Notice in these verses what God, in Christ has done
for us. He has:

Vs. 3 — Blessed us with every Spiritual blessing in the heavenly places

Vs. 4 — Chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world

Vs. 5 — Predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ

Vs. 6 — Freely bestowed upon us His grace (unmerited love and forgiveness)

Vs. 7 — Redeemed us through His blood for the forgiveness of our sins

Vs. 9 — He made known to us the mystery of His will (the summation of all things in Christ)
Vs. 10 — We obtained an inheritance (heaven)

Vs. 13 — We were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise

Wow! Did you know that you possessed all of this? Is there evidence of the above in Christ’s
people? Paul tells us in verse 15 that he has heard of the faith of the saints (believers) and their
love for each other. Additionally Paul prays constantly that we really come to understand the im-
plications of all of the above blessings. This is so important for several reasons.

The first is that we must conclude that our God is sovereign and worthy of praise, far above all
things. This holds true in our worship, our lifestyle, our decision making and everything else.
Secondly, we must embrace the idea, proven at the cross, that we are so special to our Lord. No-
tice that in all of the above verses it is God who is doing for us, not we for Him. He has made us
His children, made known His will to us and has freely forgiven us. If more Christians really took
this to heart and soul, there would be far less depression and hopelessness among His saints. Less
fighting too.

Finally, we come to realize that if everything that we possess is divine in both nature and origin,
we must be gifted for something. Gifted in the sense that we have divine power, divine access to
beckon, as well as serve our Father in heaven, fulfilling His divine purpose in our life. This means
an unwavering mission to bring such a hope to the people of the world who absolutely feel that
they are lost and abandoned without purpose.

I can remember the benefits listed in perhaps the AAA club or some insurance company. Nothing
holds a candle to the benefits of being a Christian. It’s why we are openly changed people with a
sealed hope that is eternal.

You are special!

Serving our Wonderful King,

Pastor Jim Bloker
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According to Wikipedia, Faith is the confident belief or trust in the truth
or trustworthiness of a person, idea, or thing, such as religion. How-
ever, the simplicity of our faith is summed-up best by the innocence of
a pure heart. The following is excerpted from an essay written by an 8
year old child on Faith in God:

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere, which
keeps Him pretty busy. You should always go to church on Sunday
because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make
happy, it's God.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very
lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to
camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're
scared in the dark or when you can't swim and big kids throw you into
real deep water. But éyou shoul
can do for you. | figure God put me here and He can take me back
anytime He pleases.
Andéthat's why | believe in God.
Good advice from an 8 year old that we can all learn and take comfort

from.

Linda Gherardi, President
Board of Directors

Pastor Bloker will lead a four-part Topical Bible Study entitled, “Are You
Equipped?” The sessions will last 45 minutes immediately following wor-
ship. The topics will be as follows:

e August Ist - Picking out a good Bible and helps - what are the differences?
August 8th - The Word as the open door to Christ
August 15th - The Word as a compass for our life

August 22nd - The Word as the foundation for witnessing
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August Newsletter
Fond Farewells and New Beginnings

This summer has gone by too quickly. One of my fa
Ice Cream truck, patiently waiting their turn, and then using their best manners, saying please and thank
you, and really showing how wonderful our kids are!!

At that moment, | was thinking that it would be great if this was all we needed to think about dwaiting
for ice cream and using our manners! (Then my fantasy ended by a leaky faucet :) | want you to know

that every day | thank God that you all have blessed us with getting to know your families. Thanks for

giving us the opportunity to laugh with your child, to give them band -aids for boo -boos that are only visi-
ble to them, to watch them learn something for the first time and see the excitement in their eyes, to

see them grow in confidence, to teach them about God who loves them.

For all of this, we thank you!

I look back on all the fond memaories of this school year and | am reminded that this is also the time of

year when we say goodbye to some of our friends. Some will be moving on to Kindergarten in the fall and

we wi || mi ss them greatl ybrb dtgegwWiksoarcress.e xci t ed f or
May God continue to richly bless you and your family.

New Assistant Director

Dear Parents,

Dates to Remember

th

I would like to begin by saying what a pleasure it has been to e August 25 - Open House
have your children in my class for the past year. | have enjoyed 10:30a.m. -7:00 p.m.
watching them grow both physically and spiritually with each h -

passing day. They are so very special to me and | feel blessed * September 6 i OA Closed
to have had the opportunity to teach them. in observance of Labor Day

As of August 2, 2010, | will be taking on a new and exciting chal- e September 7 hy ccps1
lenge at Open Arms. | have been offered the opportunity to be- day of school

come an Assistant Director in the afternoon time slot. | am very o« st
excited to take on this new position and look forward to working * September 13 i 1% day of
with all the children and parents. Although | am not going to be Preschool Program

physically in the classroom, my goal remains the same and that

is to add value to the quality of care and education for all the

children at Open Arms.

I look forward to seeing you all each and every day at the front
desk!

Sincerely,
Darlene DiNardo
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Upcoming Events

8/19 Board of Directors Meeting
8/25 Open Arms Open House 10:30AM - 7:00PM

Please check out the website at www.thenewhope.com
for Augusts Serving Schedule & Calendar
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