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 Sunday Worship Schedule  

 Traditional 8:30 am 

 Sunday School 9:30 am 

 Contemporary 10:30 am 

Helping people find, experience, and share the love of Christ. 

December 2009 
 

 

 

New Email Boxes 

Newhope@thenewhope.com 

Openarms@thenewhope.com 

The Shepherds 

 

We have all read and reread the account of the first Christmas over and over again.  Every 

Christmas it is read and reread in Church.  Every Christmas it is read and reread by Linus 

in the classic, A Charlie Brown Christmas.  The old saw says familiarity breeds con-

tempt.  Let it not be so with us!  Let us not let our familiarity with the Christmas Gospel 

lead us to forget its significance.  What does Christmas signify?  The beginning of Christ's 

journey from light into darkness and out into light again.  Christmas is the beginning of 

His heroic course from heaven to earth and back to heaven again.  Christmas is the begin-

ning of the odyssey from life to death and back to life again.  The journey Christ chose to 

take is the same journey we must take unchosen.  We did not choose to be born.  We did 

not choose to live.  We shall not choose to rise.  In Christ, we are born and reborn.  In 

Christ, we die so that death cannot hold us as it did not hold Him.  In Christ, we rise just as 

he rose.  This life is not our choice: it is God's choosing for us and of us.  So how shall we 

spend this life God has chosen for us.  First, reread for the nth time Luke 2:8 - 20 and con-

sider the example set for us by the shepherds.   

 

 First, the shepherds were faithful to the calling God had given them.  In Luke 2:8, we 

read that the shepherds were doing what shepherds are called to do: they were watching 

sheep.  While they were watching, God found them.  To what vocation (calling) are you 

called to be faithful?  God finds us in our vocation. 

 Second, the shepherds followed up on the angels' message.  Notice that the shepherds 

stopped shepherding in Luke 2:15.  Just as God has called us into our vocation and can 

swiftly call us out of them.  God had something more important in mind for the shepherds 

than shepherding:  worship.  Vocation (job, calling, etc.) is important, but devotion is more 

important.  Our jobs are our earthly callings, but our devotions are our heavenly call-

ings.  If we ever have to choose between job (vocation) and worship (devotion),  we must 

always choose devotion.  However, the best of all possible worlds is when our vocation 

and our devotion align (which is exactly what happens to the shepherds. 
Third, the shepherds worship of Christ leads them to return to their vocation as shepherds 

SO THAT they could proclaim Christ to others.  Luke 2:17 in the ESV states that the shep-

herds 'made known the saying that had been told to them....'  In other words, they told their 

story to others.  The shepherds went back to shepherding and through their vocation of 

shepherding they told the world about Christ.  Our work is much more than a place to earn 

money.  Our work is a place to bring Christ to others. 
 

So, the shepherds were faithful to their calling, the shepherds followed up on their high 

call, and the shepherds finished by using their vocation to proclaim Christ.  As Christians 

living in 21st century America, Christmas is the best season of the year for sharing 

Christ.  I encourage you all to take full advantage of every opportunity you have this 

Christmas to be like the shepherds and make the saying known...tell the STORY of 

CHRIST this Christmas!  AMEN! 

 

Pastor Charles Long  



New Hope Contacts 
 

Pastor - Charles M. Long 
Open Arms Director - Danielle Chapman 

 

Board of Directors -  
Jon Hapke, Andrea Kerwin,  

Pam Kemp, Jack Phillips, Linda Gherardi 
 

Treasurer(s) - Steve Miller 
 

Board of Spiritual Care  
Erica Diaz, Cindy Gerry,  

Sue Geneczko, Jennifer Winter 
 

Bible Study/Sunday School -  
Pastor Charlie Long 

Drama - Meg Blanton 
  Youth GroupñJeanette Sullivan,  

Shelli Hemans 
   

Communion - Barb Peek 
Altar GuildðJeanette Sullivan 
Acolytes - Rebecca McGuire 

Counters - Donna Eissler 
 

New Hope Praise Band -  
Pastor Charlie Long,  

Sound - Kevin Rogers, Justin Long,  
John Diaz   

Projector - Pam Kemp  
 

Open Arms Committee 
Wanda Valentine 

 

Fellowship Committee - Wendy Schmidt, 
Jeannine Justis 

 

 

 

12/2 Barbara Bingham 

12/4 Rosemary George 

12/5 Zachary Sloan 

12/7 Frank Bowers 

12/8 Sherry McNeel 

12/10 Miranda Sullivan 

12/12 Nelson Rich 

12/13 Kaitlyn Matheney 

12/14 Camden Hunches 

12/14 Nicholas Long 

12/17       Bill Hine 

12/18 Isabella Diaz 

12/24 Randi McGowan 

12/27 Lukas Geissbuehler 

12/31 Peggy Dowling  

 Happy Birthday!  

 

Dear Fellow Hostesses, 
  
The holidays are quickly approaching and that means the new year is right around 
the corner. January will begin the rotation for 2010.  Currently we have 
enough gracious hostesses to make serving three times per year. Of course, we 
always welcome new participants. 
  
This past rotation (Sept.-December) introduced a change in the procedure on a trial 
basis. At present there has only been one negative response so the plan will con-
tinue with coffee hour from 9:15 to 10:15 - 10:30.  A very big thank you to Bart 
Fleishman and Thornton Wells who graciously make sure the coffee is ready at 
9:15, following the 8:30 service. Hostesses are requested to have refreshment at 
the church by 9:30 am for the enjoyment of those leaving the 8:30 service, those 
arriving for Sunday School, new people coming to worship, and members arriving to 
attend the 10:30 service. Clean up can be completed just prior to 10:30 service 
which provides the hostess to leave with her family immediately after church. The 
plan is the same as before with the exception of refreshments being cleared just 
prior to the late service. This offers those hosting to leave with their families directly 
following service to attend lunch, sporting events or other family functions. 
  
I thank all who have made the coffee hour enjoyable and successful for the past 
year. Any suggestions to improve our program is appreciated. Any comments or 
anyone interested in joining the committee please contact me at 739-2401 or 
gm2hlo@comcast.net by December 13, 2009.  Thank you again. 

With God's blessings, 

Dorothy Turkovich, Chairwoman 

Acquire The Fire 
  

What is it?  A Christian gathering for teens that includes bands, speakers & drama.  Go to 

www.acquirethefire.com for more info.   

 

Where & When?  Richmond Coliseum January 29th & 30th 2010 

 

Who is putting this on?  Acquire the Fire, Teen Mania and New Hope Lutheran Church - We 

are the host church which means we have to have host homes for the staff to stay in while 

they are here.  Transportation to get the staff and VIPôs from the airport to hotel, to coliseum.  

Food to feed 100+ lunch and dinner and volunteers to help during the event. 

 

What will we need as a host church? 

1.  Lots of prayer.      2. Anyone that would like to help in anyway.   

 

To volunteer,  please contact any of the following (you don not have to be a member of New 

Hope to volunteer all are welcome!   

 

Event Coordinator - Bobbi Lewis 271-0992 (home); 869-0353 (cell); flattomato@juno.com  

 

Host Home Leader - Jackie Miller   639-3033 (home); 878-2629 (cell); stephenrmil-

ler@msn.com  

 

Food Leader - John Diaz 739-0949 (home); 402-4803 (cell); johnnydith@verizon.net  

 

Volunteer Coordinator - Brittney Justis 363-2008 cell; hesdareasniwkeup@aol.com 

 

Transportation  Coordinator - Mark Grenda 739-7488 (home); 310-9806 cell; 

mark.grenda@aftonchemical.com  

mailto:gm2hlo@comcast.net


What a great Fall semester we have had with your children! 
It is a joy having them in our program, watching them grow 
and change. I love watching their faces light up with recog-
nition when they know the answer to a question, or seeing 
them dance and sing in chapel! Most of all, I love the fact 
that they love unconditionally!  
 
One child, in particular, loves the fact that I make her boo-
boos feel better, and she tells me this everyday, accompa-
nied with the words, ñI love you, Mrs. Danielle!ò What a gift!  
 
Also, if you are able, please bring a non-perishable food 
item(s) to the front office as we donate these to the Central 
Virginia food bank.  All of these extra things we do really 
make an impact on those in our communities that arenôt as 
fortunate as we are.  I am a true believer in the saying ñPay 
it forwardò. 
 
As we wind up for Christmas, remember to stop and enjoy 
a cup oô cheer near the kitchen (coffee, tea, or hot choco-
late). Make up little baggies of reindeer food for your little 
ones to scatter on the lawn Christmas Eve.  Visit with 
friends youôve been meaning to get together with all year 
but have never had the time. 
 
Make this a very merry Season and I wish you and all of 
those precious to you, a wonderful, festive Christmas! 

Advent Activities  
Advent is not only the season to prepare for Christmas 
when we remember Jesusô first coming to us, but also a 
time to focus our hearts and minds to await the second 
coming of Jesus.  Advent is certainly a time for prayerful 
and joyful expectations.  The children will feel the excite-
ment of all the preparation going on around then and, of 
course, want to be included.  The Advent season abounds 
with opportunities for children to join in the excitement of 
preparing for the celebration of Christôs birth.  Encourage 
your children to make simple Christmas cards to take to 
nursing homes, have them gather food to give to the 
needy, help them purchase a toy for a less fortunate child.  
These kinds of activities will help the children to experience 
Advent as a season for sharing, giving and caring.   
 
Angel Tree 
Christmas tree is just around the corner and little elves are 
preparing for the Angel Tree.  The Angel Tree is the pre-
schoolôs Christmas giving project and we would like all 
families to make a donation to the Angel Tree in honor of 
your child.  A heart sticker on the Angel will note that you 
donated.  All donations should be made to the front office in 
the envelopes that will be provided.  Thank you for caring 
and sharing in the Holiday Season.   

From the Director 
Danielle Chapman 

December 3rd - Happy Face Portraits (Picture Make-Up day) 9:00 a.m.   

 

December 5th - Youôre invited to join Open Arms and New Hope for a Craft Bazaar & Breakfast with Santa from 

9:00 am - 12:00 noon. 

 

December 9th - Preschool Christmas Pageant at New Hope 7:00 pm.  

 

December 18th - Christmas Luncheon - Parents, please join us from 11:00 - 1:00 p.m. for a Christmas Luncheon.  This is a time of 

fellowship with your childôs friends, teachers, and with everyone that works to make Open Arms the wonderful place that it is!  We 

hope to see you there! 

 

December 21st - December 31st - Christmas Holidays - No Preschool - Child Care Only  

 

December 24th & 25th - Closed for Christmas  - No Childcare or Preschool 

 

January 1st - Closed for New Years Day - No Childcare or Preschool 



New Hope Spirit 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

MIDLOTHIAN, VA 

P. I. 4277 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

14851 Hull Street Road  

Chesterfield, VA 23832  

Phone: 804-639-6248 

Fax: 804-639-6249 

Email: newhope@thenewhope.com  

Web Address: www.thenewhope.com  

New Hope Lutheran Church  

NNEWEW  HHOPEOPE  LLUTHERANUTHERAN  CC HURCHHURCH  

Upcoming Events 
 

12/2  Advent 7:00 p.m. 
12/5  Santa Breakfast & Christmas Bazaar 9:00 am - Noon 
12/9  Advent & Open Arms Christmas Pageant 7:00 p.m. 
12/12 New Hope Christmas Party at Winterôs House 7:00 p.m.  
12/16 Advent 7:00 p.m. 
12/20 Carols, Candles & Cookies 6:00 p.m.  
12/23 Advent 7:00 p.m. 
12/24 Christmas Eve Services 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  
 

Please check out the website at www.thenewhope.com  
for Decemberôs Serving Schedule & Calendar  

 


