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 Sunday Worship Schedule  

 Traditional 8:30 am 

 Sunday School 9:30 am 

 Contemporary 10:30 am 

Helping people find, experience, and share the love of Christ. 

February 2010 
 

 

 

New Email Boxes 

Newhope@thenewhope.com 

Openarms@thenewhope.com 

The Last Newsletter 
 
The Last Lecture by Dr. Randy Pausch, a professor of Computer Science at 
Carnegie-Mellon University, was a YouTube phenomenon a couple of years 
ago.  Shortly before he was scheduled to give an important lecture on cam-
pus, Dr. Pausch was diagnosed with terminal cancer and given very little 
time to live.  Rather than canceling the lecture, he decided to give it anyway 
because he had something important to say...not to the audience, but to his 
children.  And there is the rub.  Dr. Pausch had so much to say to his chil-
dren and so little time in which to say it. 
 
While this is not my last lecture, it is my last newsletter.  I am not dying 
(yet), but I am leaving.  Because I am leaving, I have so much to write...and 
there is the rub again.  While I have much to write, as a rule, when it comes 
to newsletter articles: briefer is better and less is more.  So, I will try to be 
the soul of brevity and write, in a very few words, my last newsletter. 
 
Let me begin with a thank you!  Were I to list all for which I should thank 
you, I would break the rule of brevity just mentioned.  So I will leave you 
with a simple , heart-felt thank you and trust you to know the profound 
depth of my gratitude. 
 
I will cherish the decade I have spent with you, the joy and the sorrow.  Of 
course, we always cherish the joy, but I will cherish the sorrow, too.  We 
would not be who we are if we had not suffered together.   
The bond of New Hope would not be as blessed had we never struggled.  
Do I ever wish it had all come easier?  Sure, but the past cannot be 
changed.  Our lives unfurled as they did and so the memories of working 
together, crying together, laughing together, praying together, singing to-
gether, and grieving together are all a part of who we are.  We don't get to 
cherry pick life - we have to take the whole basket.  I am glad for the har-
vest we reaped together...every last cherry! 
 
Finally, I believe more firmly than ever in Jesus because I have seen Him at 
work in you.  His strength in you has strengthened me.  His love in you has 
warmed me.  His grace in you has comforted me.  His hope in you has en-
couraged me.  His light in you has enlightened me.  My prayer is that in 
some small way the Christ that lives in me has done likewise for you.   
 
Soli Deo Gloria 
 
Rev. Charles M. Long (a.k.a. PC) 
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2/1     Lindsey Bowers 

2/4     Ryan Rich 

2/6     Steven Helms 

2/7     Linda Gherardi 

2/8     Brittney Justis 

2/10    Thales Barros 

2/11    Murray Kemp 

2/12    Christine Vitale 

2/14    Kennedy Carey 

2/17    Andon Simpson 

2/24    Terri Miller 

2/25    Jack Diaz 

2/26    Perry Capasso 

 Happy Birthday!  

 

 
 
 

The small groups are underway again after a holiday break. Please 
consider joining to strengthen your faith walk by connecting with other 
Christians. We have two Sunday night groups, one Monday night 
women's group, and if we have specific interest for a time/day, we will 
attempt to start one to accommodate the congregation's wishes.   
 
The Sharing Pantry is well-stocked as of this writing. We also have 
diapers . . . if you or a neighbor find yourself in need of staples 
or diapers to stretch your budget in these difficult times, please visit 
the pantry.   
 
We have a new coordinator for meals for sick congregants, and we 
can ALWAYS use more cooks. If you would like to volunteer to put 
your name on our list, contact Pam Kemp. If you or a family member 
have upcoming surgery, let Pam know if you would like meals for a 
couple of days. Additionally, if you are sick and require meals and 
contact phone calls to check on you, please let Pam know. Flu season 
isn't done yet! So be well, but if you are sick, avail yourself of 
neighborly help.   
 
We also have an immediate need for Children's Church volunteers. 
 
As always, the congregation is in the prayers of the Board of Spiritual 
Care. Please see Cindy Gerry, Jen Winter, or myself if you have con-
cerns 
 
In Christ, 

Erica Diaz 

ericaorloff@verizon.net  

New Hope is looking for a minivan in good condition.  If you 

have one that you would like to donate to the church, please call 

the church office at 804-639-6248 

Board of Spiritual Care Erica Diaz 



From the Director 
Danielle Chapman 

As I sit at my desk and hear the sounds coming from the classrooms, I 

hear a Center that is vibrant, happy, and alive. There is a level of comfort 

that even a first -time visitor notices. Staff members are pleasant and 

welcoming and the children are friendly, busy, and social. Thank you for 

allowing me to be a part of Open Arms! What a great beginning for 2010!  
 

 Please remember to label coats, mittens and hats.  

 Please sign your child in and out each time you drop off or pick up your child.  

 When your job, address or emergency contacts change, please update your emergency cards. It is a 

vital link to you in case of an emergency!  
 

Weõre dedicated to helping children grow and develop in all areas that they can ð social, cognitive, emo-

tional, and physical. We recognize and value the individuality of each child, recognizing that growth and 

development can sometimes be an uneven process. Over the next few months the teachers will be shar-

ing with you the ways they can help develop and support each childõs growth in all these areas. So stay 

tunedé 
 

Summer/Fall Intent Letters: If you have not done so, please return your completed Enrollment Intent 

form to the front office by March 1, 2010. If you have lost the form, you may leave a note stating your 

plans. 
 

We are now registering for the 2010 Preschool Year for children ages 3 ð 5 years old. This is only for 

the 9:30 ð 12:30 program! Please have your forms completed and returned to the front office no later 

than March 1, 2010.  
 

Valentineõs Day Parties: Our parties for the children will be Friday, February 12th. Please bring the ap-

propriate number of small Valentineõs cards to your childõs teacher before February 12th. (These are 

the inexpensive ones that can be purchased in boxes of 12 -24 at Wal -Mart, Walgreenõs, CVS, etc.) DO 

NOT put names on the envelopes but put your childõs name on each card and put them in the envelopes. 

Then place all cards in a Ziploc bag or secure them with a rubber band. Write your childõs name on the 

bag or on a slip a paper under the rubber band.  Your childõs teacher will provide you with the number of 

children in your childõs classroom. 
 

There will be sign -up sheets for party treats posted next to your childõs classroom door. 
 

Blessings to you and your family and I hope you have a safe and loving  

Valentines Day!  
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Upcoming Events 
 

2/11  Board of Spiritual Care Meeting 
2/17  The First Day of Lent, Ash Wednesday Service 7:00PM 
2/18  Board of Directors Meeting 
2/20  Youth Group Snowtubing Trip 
 

 
 

Please check out the website at www.thenewhope.com  
for Februaryôs Serving Schedule & Calendar  

 

Address Service Requested 


