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EVERY DAY IS NEW YEARG6S DAY

My usual New Year ds Eve runs | i ke
TV (check). Guy Lombardo at the Waldorf-Astoria in my brain (check).

The ball drops at midnight (check). | was ready to drop at about 10:45 pm
(check). My wusual New Year 6s Day i
coffee (check). Parades on TV (check). Football on TV (check).

Wishing | had actually gone to bed at 10:45 PM instead of 1 AM (check).

Do | know how to |ive or what? Of
ferentébecause | got married on Ne
Why did Betty and | choose to wed

the utterly unfounded rumors that PC chose 12/31 so that he would not for-
get his anniversary! No, we initially chose 12/31 for the sheer romance of it.
Later, as we thought about it more, there was a better reason for marrying

on New Year o0s Eve. The better reas
mans 6:4 (ESV) that we are to oOowal
begin walking in newness of |ife t

Newness. The countdown at 11:59:59
much more than just adding another digit to the year. It signifies newness.
As the ball drops above Times Square, all of us stopping dropping our old
ways and pick up our walk in newness of life. We begin again and we are
born again. The Old Year, symbolized by an old man (Father Time), dies
and the New Year, symbolized by a
Year 6s Eve and New Year os Day repr
and |, we begin again and anew.

Newness. Everyone gets to begin their walk in newness of life on New
Year 6s Day, not just a couple of n
of I'ife every second of every day.
Christ, he is a new creation; the
thians 5:17, NIV) If anyone is in Christ, not just newlyweds, new converts,

or newborns, if anyone is in Christ, then he or she is a new creation and not

t his. Di ck CIl a

secoffee (chec

i

on IS newness.
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Just on New Year 6os Day, but on eVe|r, ¥%n Ro¥npschedue

The Christian singer Carolyn Arends.Trgjit%ng)lst_guanged t hi
Day/ with the |ine AThis wil/l be my Tesol ution.
This could start a revolution. Eve|r yundgyghgloioa New

My prayer for you is not just that you have a wonderful 2010, but that for
you everyday is New Year 6és Day and
ness of life. - Pastor Charlie Long
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Merry Christmas!

Earlier this year our 17 year old cat Ginger passed away. Ginger suffered from Post Trau-
matic Syndrome after being sucked up i
year old. She became very special after her incident. We all really missed her, especially me,
and her extremely quirky ways. In late October during unseasonably cold weather, my dear
husband saw two tiny kittens outside Church by the air conditioner unit. We went out but
decided they were better off with their mom. The next day we heard their Mom was unable
to take care of them. Dear Jennie Hapke, knowing how much I missed Ginger, ran around
like a woman on a mission and rescued the two kittens. One little lucky guy went home with
our director Danielle and the other guy came home to us, our other 2 cats, and one big Great
Dane. We named him Luther, after Martin Luther of course and what else would you name a
4 week old kitten found at a Lutheran Church? | look at both my Luther and Martin Luther
as true crusaders. Luther has brought lots of joy into our life and has been our little blessing
to all of us just as | as feel Martin Luther has been to all Lutherans.

Keep the faith and cherish your blessing, no matter how small or large they are.

Martin Luther taught that salvation is not from good works, but a free gift of God, received
only by grace through faith in Jesus as re- deemer
from sin.

I n Godbs Love
Andrea Kerwin

Board of Directors

Board of Spiritual Care Erica Diaz

The Sunday night small group grew so much that it has now split into two.
After a brief holiday hiatus, the two NEW small groups will reconvene Sun-
day nights at 6:00pm on January 10th. The two studies are:

THE BOOK OF LUKE BY MAX LUCADO
6:00pm at Erica Diaz's house/Youth meet in separate room for prayer and
study

THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS
6:00pm at Mark and Jeanette Grenda's house

This is the PERFECT time to join a small group as the groups are transition-
ing. Both these study groups will be immersed in Scripture, will be sharing
the Christian faith walk . . . and will have coffee and cake! (And usually pizza
with the youth!)

Please contact Erica Diaz if you would like to join in this important part of
your faith: 739-0949, ericaorloff@verizon.net
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Christian Child Development Center

Wel come to a New Year! A year in a childbés Iife is very i
storing experiences to call upon and to benefit from for years to come! Everyone here at Open Arms is working
diligently with your children to give them all of the knowledge that they need in these formative years so that

they can be successful in the future!

December was action packed with preparation for Christmas. Breakfast with Santa was a success! So many people
joined us to celebrate the upcoming holiday! Jingle and Jangle (the elves) were running around spreading Christ-
mas cheer and handing out o0jingle bells. &6 Santa was eager
their pictures taken, and | istening to their owish 1list.
crafts!

Our Christmas pageant, on December 9, was well attended. It was so good to see that so many family members
were able to attend. | hope everybody enjoyed our performances!

Winter seems to come earlier and earlier each year, and | know it is hard to remember everything. Please label
your childdéds coat, hat, mittens, and boots so if there ar
which ones are yours! If you have any winter clothing items that your children have outgrown, and you wish to do-
nate them to Open Arms, we would appreciate it!

Reminder:
Registration for 2nd semester will start January 11th. You will need to go over your
current information (1 sheet) make any changes then sign it and turn it back in. Thank you!

Adopt a Room Program
As part of our commitment to quality and excellence we are implementing the Adopt a Room program. As a non-
profit, we cannot always afford to purchase brand new items for our classrooms, so each newsletter, we will pub-
lish a |Ilist of items that our teachers stated woul d

Adopt a Preschool Room:
* Dress up clothes
* Felt Board
* [tems for the science center
(materials that children can explore, magnets, magnifying glasses, etc.)
* Construction paper
* Glue
We greatly appreciate everything our families and the community do to help make Open Arms a safe, nurturing,
fun and educational environment for our children! THANK YOU!
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Upcoming Events
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1114 Board of Spiritual Care Meeting I
1/21 Board of Directors Meeting I
1/28 - 1/31 Acquire the Fire I
|

I

|

I
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