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Keeping Things Simple 

 

From Your Pastor, 

 

Several years ago, I went to Lowes and tried to buy a few things for our new home.  For the first 

time in my life I was told by the cashier that my credit card had been rejected.  I was dumb-

founded.  We always zero our balance every month and our credit is pretty good so I thought there 

must be a problem at the store so I went to buy gas using another card.  Same thing.  Card no good.  

The store clerk advised me to call the security center for my cards.  In trying to unravel some secu-

rity problems with a credit card company, I was routed to the security center where I was con-

fronted with some questions which should have opened doors for help.  What is your mother’s 

maiden name?  What was the name of your first dog?  What are the last four digits of your social 

security number?  Where was your birth place?  I was doing pretty well until they hit me with the 

sinker – What was the name of the bank that held your mortgage three addresses ago?  You 

guessed it, I flunked.  So it was back to security and a whole new set of questions.  After cycling 

through the security people three times, I finally was in melt down stage when they hooked me up 

with one of the directors of security.  Leveling both barrels in the hope of letting her know just 

how I really felt, I asked her what her name was.  She replied, “Angel”.  I couldn’t stop laughing.  

It was at that time that I really did need a special angel.  Believe me, at my age it’s hard to remem-

ber where I ate lunch earlier in the week, much less what my mortgaging bank was five years ago.  

Well, we worked the issue out but it caused me to reflect on how even the seemingly simple things 

can become a burden when we least expect them to. 

 

And such is life, trying to clear a path when we are confronted with so many obstacles that grind 

us to a halt.  Work issues.  Marriage issues.  Children’s issues.  It seems like there is always some-

thing  happening at any given moment which we did not plan on.  And so we try to simplify 

things.  Texting has taken this concept to new heights.  byob-mvbf-sysn-asap-pls-lol . . . . . .  Don’t 

ask me what these mean but you can sure get a lot in a few letters. 

Well, let me simplify something for you this month.  The journey that, by God’s grace, I hope to 

take you on over the next year is not complex in its basic form.  Just four simple words:  Spiritual-

ity, Fellowship, Structure, Celebration.  These are the Acts chapter 2 keys to a healthy, growing 

church.  (Acts 2:36-40)  These Godly concepts apply both to the church as well as our own per-

sonal lives.  They reflect the following truths: 

Spirituality – Having humbly affirmed our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must grow in the 

study and affirmation of God’s Word as the only source and norm for truth.  Our worship should 

edify and proclaim the truths that we believe.  Our faith must be deepened to cause us to let go of 

the world and all of its temptations. 

Fellowship – taking time to be, not only with each other in our own church, but also with churches 

in our District, in our community and wherever we meet believers. 

Structure – to establish a Spirit-filled, logical, functional flow of ministry 

Celebration – to be able to share the sense of awe that accompanies a walk with a living, mighty 

and merciful God. 

Simple? – Yes!  Challenging?  Yes, too, but the very essence in the life of a Christian or, in the 

larger sense the Church. 

 

Let’s keep it simple, but deep! 

 

Serving our Wonderful King, 

Pastor Jim Bloker 
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 Happy Birthday!  

Imagine New Hope Update 
 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been over 7 months since we made our pledges to the Imagine 

New Hope campaign.  The program is more than a capital campaign, it’s an opportunity to 

examine the priorities in our lives and make a sacrificial gift.  By doing so, we have a hand in 

expanding the Lord’s message at New Hope Lutheran Church through Prayer, Service, Evan-

gelism, and Stewardship. 
 

Originally we had 34 pledges which totaled $153,064.00 towards the campaign.  As of May 

31, 2010 we have received $17,228.00.  I am also proud to announce that we have four (4) 

additional pledges that were not planned but have contributed to the campaign.  Although 

these numbers look promising, there is still much work to be done. 

I encourage everyone who has had made a financial commitment to continue their contribu-

tions on a regular basis.  If we continue giving to Imagine New Hope as we have, we will 

greatly reduce interest costs to the congregation.  If you have pledged to the campaign and not 

made a contribution to date, or have pledged and are slightly behind, please feel free to con-

tact me (804-310-8198) anytime to discuss options.  Your information (as always) will remain 

private. 
 

We praise God for your faith and dedication in helping make our vision for ministry a reality.  

We will keep you in our daily prayers, and ask you to continue to keep our Imagine New 

Hope campaign in your prayers. 

The Lord bless you and keep you in His grace. 
 

In His Name, 

Kent Winter 
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7/4     Wanda Valentine 
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7/21    Joseph Bingham 

7/21     Jennie Hapke 
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New Hope New Beginnings   Andrea Kerwin, Board of Directors 
 

The other day my daughter and I were talking about all the opportunities we have available to 

all of us at New Hope. One of them of being the great opportunity of moving ahead, finding 

our MISSION and ourselves as a Lutheran Church and growing. Was this not our mission as 

we started to dream about a our new church building, caring for small children, and reaching 

out into the community to be a part of God’s life as we are? Where is that dream? Still in our 

heads, our hearts?    
 

Lately, I have heard we are undirected, uncommunicative and nit-picking about the craziest 

little things.  Imagine that? All this might be understandable to a point, being without a pastor 

for a quite a few months, but being part of a reality TV show is for losers.   
 

Being a part of a solution is much better than being a quitter.  There are several people who 

have jumped at the opportunity to add an extra hand while we are without a permanent pastor 

and their generosity is greatly appreciated.  They are truly a blessing to all of us at New Hope.  
 

Now I have been thinking lately, thinking about the good things to come. And I believe some-

thing good has begun. 

Oh, I’ve been smiling lately, dreaming of New Hope as one.  And I believe it could be, some 

day it’s going to come.  

Cause out on the edge of darkness, there rides a peace train. Oh peace train take this opportu-

nity, come take it home again. 

Oh peace train sounding louder, glide on the peace train. Come on now peace train. Yes, 

peace train holy roller. 

Everyone jump on the peace train. Come on now, peace train! 

Come to New Hope, go bring your good friends too.  Cause it is getting nearer, it soon will be 

with you. 

Now come and join us, join the spirit. It is not so far from you. It is getting nearer,  soon it 

will be all true.  

Cause on the edge of darkness, there rides a peace train. Oh, peace train, take New Hope, 

come take us home again!  
 

As our Victory Garden grows with vegetable and flowers, let us all grow in God’s love.  Let 

us all welcome, Pastor Jim Bloker and get on his Peace Train to our New Beginning at New 

Hope.   

In God’s Blessing,  Andrea Kerwin  
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Upcoming Events 
 

4th of July 
Join us for a picnic, baseball game & fireworks at the home of Bobbi & Gary Lewis. 4:00PM till 
fireworks are over.  Please bring a dish to share, baseball mitt, chair, bug spray & sunscreen.  
5813 Sara Kay Dr., Richmond, VA 23237 
 

July 1st - Board of Spiritual Care Meeting 
 

July 15th - Board of Directors Meeting  
 

July 30th - August 1st - Tending The Flame Conference at the Holiday Inn, Kroger Center 
  

Please check out the website at www.thenewhope.com  
for Julyôs Serving Schedule & Calendar  

Address Service Requested 


