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Sacred Sundays by Erica Diaz

On Sundays when I was a little girl, while my friends slid in their crinoline
dresses on wooden pews and wore their knees red on the wooden kneelers of the
Catholic church in my hometown, I was very often found in Hell’s Kitchen in
very seedy bars learning how to play cards and shoot dice with my father and his
friends. It never occurred to me that Sundays were for church, or that there was
anything particularly odd about how I spent the “day of rest.” I lived in a godless
house.

My children’s Sundays are much different, of course. We rise early depending on
whether or not I have to open the church. We drag Jack out of bed and try to urge
him to wear shoes. Or at least clothes. We struggle to get out the door, dressed and
reasonably respectable-looking, and then we drive to church. Our van seems to
have New Hope on auto-pilot as it is about the only place we go most weeks. We
worship . . . my kids might help in nursery . . . they go to Sunday School, and be-
fore we know it, at least four hours have gone by. Then we go home and try to get
the house reasonably respectable for Small Group.

Sunday is a sacred day.

When I was little, I thought something that was “sacred” meant a fancy church
and those crinoline dresses. But sacred, according to the dictionary, means:

devoted or dedicated to a deity or to some religious purpose; consecrated.

And that, indeed, is what Sunday is. It is a day DEVOTED to God. When I finally
get my family out the door, we may not be pressed and perfect, but the devotion is
there. It is simply what we do on Sundays.

As summer worship nears, of course we have vacations and holidays we look for-
ward to, but it is my hope and prayer for us all that even when far away, we keep
our Sundays “sacred.” And do you know the dictionary meaning of devotion?
“Earnest attachment.” May your attachment, love, and devotion to God be with
you all the sacred Sundays of your life—and all the days of your existence.
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¢ Sunday Worship Schedule
Traditional 8:30 am*

e Sunday School 9:30 am*
e Contemporary 10:30 am*

e * May 23rd Summer Worship
9:30 am



What Have I Learned? By Cindy Gerry
New Hope Contacts
As the New Hope weight loss challenge nears completion—I asked myself what have I
learned during this time? Despite not hitting my goal, I found that gaining important insight
counts for a lot. Such as, the “old me” needed more time to make the necessary “new me”
lifestyle changes. Next, I quickly found out that it is difficult to focus on making big
changes in your life when you have a lot on your plate—and that is literally and figuratively!
Because of this, I discovered that small and consistent changes are more loving to one self.
However, my biggest realization by far is that prayer and planning are key elements to suc-
cess. This includes scheduling at least a half an hour walk each day, drinking enough water,
making healthy food/snacks to bring to work and keeping a prayerful relationship with Christ
throughout the day.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has gone,
the new has come!

So congratulations to all who participated! If you have met your goal-well done!! Never-
theless, whether you have completed your weight loss goal or not it is important to ask your-
self, “What have I learned?”” And know that Heavenly support is vital to our transformation!
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1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully
administering God's grace in its various forms.

Since PC has left, I have seen a lot of people come forth with their gifts, in faith, to serve oth-
ers. Many people have stepped forward to fill various roles to keep things running smoothly,
at least most of the time, in this time of transition. Believe it or not, many of the things are
actually running smoother now than they were six months ago!

Financially, thanks to the support of LCEF and the superb administration of Open Arms, the
prayers of our congregation, and lower than expected expenses, we are experiencing less fi-
nancial stress than we have at anytime of the last four years. Many people have worked hard
to get us to this point.

This being said, with all the good things going on, we still need help in making New Hope the
best it can be and fulfill the role that God wants us to serve. Instead of criticizing, look at
what you can do to help. There are still a lot of opportunities available for people to serve,
even just on Sundays. Contact the Board of Spiritual Care, the Board of Directors, or our Mu-
sic Director (Bobbi Lewis) to find out what you can do to help. It is especially important that
if you have volunteered to serve, be sure to fulfill your obligation.

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
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life as a ransom for many. Happy Birthday!
Jack Phillips, New Hope Board of Directors 6/7 Mike Nolen
6/10  Julie Kerwin
Combined Open Arms and New Hope Lutheran Church 6/16  Debi Hall
January to April 2010 6/20  Allison Blanton
2010 Budgeted Revenue: $239,120 6/22  Rich Dowling
2010 Actual: $262,306 6/26  Kerri Guest

2010 Variance from Budget:  $ 23,182

2010 Budgeted Expenses: $226,239
2010 Actual: $230.851
2010 Variance from Budget: $3,622

2010 Budget Variance: +$19,055

While income for tithes and offerings has fallen, Open Arms is performing better than antici-

pated. Our expenses are in line due to our lower mortgage payment and not paying for a regular pas-
tor. Our expenses are somewhat overstated for this period due to seasonal variations in payroll
(multiple payroll days in the month of April) and will be offset in May. However, we will soon have
an interim pastor in place and our expenses will increase as we will provide benefits and salary for
their tenure. If you have any questions, please email Jack@jaxmusicsupply.com or consult any mem-
ber of the Board of Directors.
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Danielle Ware’s article will go on this page
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